
Every so often, a brother we hadn’t heard from in a long time checks 
in to the alumni facebook page and wonders ‘whatever happened to 
the house?’ Ah, the house. Scene of so much revelry, shenanigans and 
outright stupefaction over the 
decades. Perfectly located within a 
3-minute stumble to class… within 
balloon launching range of the top 
of McMicken hill… Within bottle 
rocket range of the SAE house. 
Kappas to the left of us, ADPis to 
the right, there we were, stuck in 
the middle of UC off-campus life. 
Time would fail to tell of the post dinner gatherings on the front porch 
or the back roof. Of the remarkable transformation of the basement from 
a casually untidy college hangout to a themed-up party spot, complete 
with booths, full bar, dance floor, patio and billiards room, and thence 
to a bombed-out shelter, littered with casualties and refugees alike, 
huddled amidst unspeakable debris. 

Those memories and more live on in each of us. Reality, of course, 
marches to a different tune. With the membership in decline, Realty 
Board sold the Chi House in the late ‘90s. The chapter folded a few years 
later. And while there were the few obligatory crazy ideas of hanging 
on to the Main House property, it was eventually sold. After squaring 
delinquent accounts the proceeds were a bit more than $150,000. 
Most of those funds have been invested. Primary expenses have been 
homecoming costs, storage and meeting costs, and recently supporting 
the new active chapter start-up effort that happily involved a deposit 
and furnishing expenses for a new house so close to the old one alumni 
should have no trouble finding it.  
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The young man who posted the photo at left on the 
Colony’s Facebook page called the house “Sick.” 
(For all you old farts, that means “good.”) “They 
had a pool table and shit.” Someone else wrote:  
“I want our house back.... Why can’t we evict the 
people living there by force??” 

Home sweet new house!
Old memories a stone’s 
throw from new chapter, 
new house, new future

Welcome to 2821 Clifton Avenue. The old 
SDT house? You got it. It’s now home to 
the reestablished Beta Omicron chapter 
of Theta Chi at UC. There have been a 
few other tenants in between, but there is 
certainly something to be said for moving 
into an old sorority house. The place is in 
great shape and the location is priceless—
only a few doors down from the old house. 
Thanks to Stu Small, John Grier, Bob Shaw 
and others who helped check out other 
possibilities before nailing down this one.



ALUMNI

Heard from...
Nick Wunder  ORLANDO, FL

Retired, widowed, Certified Master Barbeque 
Judge, Master Mason, Shrine Noble.

Wilbert Schwartz  CINCINNATI

Spent most of my working life outside of 
Cincinnati. Had some fun assignments.  
Returned to Cincinnati in 1998. Have made 
a number of friends and been active in UC 
athletics and The Lindner College of Business.  
Did not shoot Cecil the lion. But Brother Metz 
may have seen him on one of his African trips. 

Dan Dell  CINCINNATI

Still live in Clifton. Retired. Work occasionally 
doing registration advising at Clermont College 
in Batavia. Do some volunteer work. Played 
poker with Paul Schlesinger on Friday. Looking 
forward to UC Football and Tailgating.

Mike Peck  RINGGOLD, GA

Hard to believe it’s been 35 years have passed 
since I graduated from UC and Theta Chi 
in 1980. Still doing the accounting thing, so 
the university training stuck. Sadly my beer 
consumption and water balloon launching skills 
have not stood up as well. I’ve been fortunate to 
stay connected to some of the brothers through 
an annual houseboat trip and on Facebook. 
Looking forward to attending homecoming this 
fall. If I’m not at work, I can usually be found 
involved in church activities or woodworking 
unless it’s fall when I turn into a football spud....

George Dershimer  CINCINNATI 

Retired and living a good life with my wife Jan 
and two cats.

Jay Patterson  CINCINNATI

I will be getting married on 9/26.  I have owned 
Riverside Centre Antique Mall for about three 
years and have been working in commercial real 
estate for nearly 20 years.  

Editors note: Congrats Jay!

Details of new chapter house 
The following is excerpted from a letter sent 
by current Chapter Advisory Board (CAB) 
chairman, Stu Small, to alumni concerning 
details of the new house and its acquisition:

For the last three years the new chapter has been 
looking for a house close to Clifton Ave. and in the heart 
of the Greek community. We finally were able to find a 
house at 2821 Clifton Ave. (back in my day it was the 
SDT Sorority house) The realty board signed a 3 year 
lease at the beginning of the year with a move in date of 
8/15/15. The lease was for $275,000. The house is 4 floors 
including the basement and is about 6,000 square feet. 
The house has 12 bedrooms and is currently housing 18 
actives. As you can imagine, it will make sense for us to 
try and purchase something in a few years if possible.

The landlord had replaced all the carpet, painted 
all the walls and doors and completely renovated the 
kitchen. The Realty Board spent just over $10,000 to 
provide 6 couches, 30 folding chairs, 4 folding tables, 
(2) 65” TVs, pool table supplies, have the pool table 
re-covered, signage for the outside of the house and a new 
gas grill (for cooking alumni food!)

The Realty Board is renting the rooms to the actives 
directly and we are leasing common area to the active 
chapter as well. The purpose of this to make sure that 
everyone involved has a stake in the conditon of the new 
house. We are making about $10,000 above our actual 
cost/year so that we may continue to grow our housing 
fund and cover any damages that are not covered under 
the individual deposits of the renters. The active chapter 
is responsible for all utilities. 

Alumni Skip Wyatt, Stu Small, Mike 
Frueh and Brother G mug at the open 
house in August.

May 11, 2013, active chapter was reinstalled and the first class of shiny pins initiated. Front and center  
Beta Omicron celebrities Clarence “Bugs” Hammel and pin #1 Lloyd Towers with Darick Brown.

Not a moment too soon! Actives settle 
into a friendly card game in the new 
parlor.

Please let us know where you are and what you 
are up to, and we’ll include a blurb in future issues 
of BO Semi Quarterly. E-mail your note to:  
tvangeloff@cinci.rr.com



ACTIVE CHAPTER

OFF TO A GREAT START! 
From kaput to colony and from colony to 

rechartered chapter in less than 3 years! It took 
a lot of dedication and hard work not just from 
the lads, but from some much-appreciated 
alumni whose support and leadership are 
reflected in the enthusiasm and success the 
chapter has displayed so far. 

Active chapter president Ian Owens recently 
sent out a letter to the BO Alumni e-mail 
list discussing accomplishments of the past 
academic year as well as the excitement of 
moving into the new house:

“In the fall, we will be moving into the new fraternity 
house on 2821 Clifton Avenue, returning to “Greek Row” 
for the first time since Theta Chi left campus in 2005. 
The house will accommodate 18 brothers and will be a 
great recruitment tool for the years to come. A special 
thanks to the Beta Omicron Realty Board, as well as our 
Chapter Advisor Stu Small for taking the lead on the 
housing preparation.”

Rush
Beta Omicron had a terrific rush last academic 
year, adding 23 brothers in the fall of 2014 and 
7 brothers the following spring. These brothers 
have showed initiative and leadership from the 
start, and we look for great things from them 
in the future. The chapter graduated 8 brothers 
this year, and we welcome this first group 
warmly into the alumni chapter. This year, Beta 
Omicron returns 63 actives to campus and, as of 
this writing, the chapter has just pledged 30 men 
from Fall 2015 rush. Great work!

Sports
In just a short time being back on campus, 
Theta Chi has built a reputation for being good 
at sports. Although that is by no means all they 
stand for, the actives are quite proud of this 
manly effort. They took home the championship 
in volleyball this year, and were the runner-up 
in flag football and basketball. 

In addition, they held a 2nd annual 
Powderpuff Football Tournament with 
neighboring Iota Tau chapter at Northern 
Kentucky University, in which the Theta 
Chi brothers coach sorority girls from both 
universities in a flag football tournament. 

Volunteer
Staying true to the motto, “An Assisting Hand,” 
the chapter has prioritized volunteer and 
philanthropic activities by logging over 1,700 
hours this past year in various events including: 
Stepping Stones, Granny’s Garden, Community 
Plunge, and Mathew 25 Ministries! Theta Chi’s 
national philanthropy is the USO, which benefits 
the troops. The actives also participated in campus 
wide events such as Relay for Life, Cincinnati 
Dance Marathon, and several other events put on 
by members of the Greek community. The chapter 
plans to host its first G. I.. Theta Chi philanthropy 
event this semester.

Leadership and Awards
Thanks to encouragement from Darick Brown and 
financial support from the Alumni Association, 
Beta Omicron has been well represented at various 
Theta Chi national leadership conferences and 
events. This past year, the chapter won the highest 
national award for recruitment, and Brother 
Kofi Ladans, who represented the chapter at the 
Theta Chi Initiative Academy, was awarded Most 
Outstanding Leader Among Leaders. Bravo, men!

FYI
There are three distinct Beta Omicron alumni 
organizations:

1. Realty Board – a corporation whose purpose is to 
secure and manage a chapter house on behalf of the active 
chapter.

2.  Alumni Association – A corporation established to 
help alumni connect through a website, publications, and 
sponsorship of alumni social events. 

3. Chapter Advisory Board (CAB) an entity separate from 
Realty Board that provides mentorship for each executive 
position in the active chapter.

Reconnect!
Want to find a brother, catch up on BO news 
or get details on upcoming events? Go to 
ThetaChiAlumniUC.com and register. Help us 
build the Beta Omicron Alumni Association into 
an enthusiastic, fun-loving group of fellows with 
something to share and always willing to lend a 
hand. Kind of like the active chapter!    
Also, join I remember Beta Omicron on facebook. 
You won’t believe what’s waiting for you there. 



The Earth has never been the same
It’s baaaack. The annual Theta Chi golf outing on 
an unsuspecting golf course somewhere in the tri-
state, sometime in the Spring. Alumni and actives 
form Scrambles teams. Lots of out-of-town alumni 
have been showing up for this, or promising to.

Get thee to Homecoming Oct 24
You’ll have to get up pret-ty early in the morning 

to beat one of these guys to the nearest beer. Or 
Mimosa... whatever.

The Beta Omicron homecoming event begins at 
8:00 a.m. at the new house. Perfect spot to watch 
the parade and then a short stroll across campus 
to the new Nippert Stadium, replete with its 
$85 million renovation. If you haven’t been back 
in a while, you won’t believe the campus or the 
football team—they kick ass!

MISC

Distinguished alumni at Homecoming 
2014

A fire engine you say? Correct! 
Purchased, repurposed and deployed for 
tailgating at home football games by 
alums Josh and Christa Moore Phillips. 
Thanks, guys. You had us at “fire.”

One normally drives only one’s tee shot into the creek

Greetings from Dale Hollow
For some many years, alums Michael Frueh and 
A. J. Zolten have organized a houseboat excursion 
every August for friends and fraternity brothers 
at Dale Hollow Lake in 
Tennessee. So far no one 
has died on one of these 
trips. That we know of. 

#pound of flesh

Founder’s Day
This year, the actives and a number of alumni and 
parents celebrated Founder’s Day at Mecklenburg 
Gardens. Bugs Hammel was in the house. 

First Founder’s Day for the new chapter 
was a grand grill-out at the W Clifton 
house


