
As many of you know, Beta Omicron 
never really had an alumni association. 
It had a Realty Board. In the past, Real-
ty Board owned the chapter houses and 
all the responsibilities thereof. Once the 
houses were sold, Realty Board contin-
ued to exist in the role of managing the 
proceeds and as a reason for a few local 
alumni to meet occasionally for beers 
and bar food, and talk about the future. 

If you hadn’t been at those little 
gatherings over the years you might not 
think the chart on the left is that big a 
deal. But it is. It represents the decision 
to consolidate the three principle 
activities of the alumni chapter into one 

organization. It also identifies officers 
and standing committees, and assigns 
areas of responsibility. 

A few years ago, the resurrected 
active chapter gave Realty Board—
and interested alumni—a new focus: 
curent and future housing. At the same 
time, there was renewed interest in 
promoting events that brought actives 
and alumni together. Those activities, 
including a BO alumni website, this    
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Alumni Association organizes! No union yet
Summer meeting yields solid plan to consolidate Alumni 
functions, create umbrella entity.   



ALUMNI

Heard from...
Paul Culter  CINCINNATI/SHARONVILLE
Urban Planning, 1992
Just celebrated my 24th wedding anniversary 
with my wife Ann, whom I met at a Theta Chi 
party. We have 4 children. I work for Jacobs 
Engineering as a senior planner, traveling all 
over the U.S. and overseas. In my spare time, I 
golf, hunt and coach my youngest son’s soccer 
team. We spend time at Lake Waynoka fishing 
and water skiing and love vacations at the 
beach. Next year I plan to participate more in 
Beta Omicron activities. 

Elia Freedman  PORTLAND, OR
1994
I moved to Portland Oregon in 1994 and started 
the software company in 1997 that I still run. 
I graduated from college that same year, got 
married in 2000, finished grad school in 2001, 
and now have two daughters. What little spare 
time I have after family and work is mostly 
spent volunteering at my daughters’ school, 
reading, or cycling. I still pay pretty close 
attention to Cleveland sports, too. Go Tribe!

Dan Ryan  CINCINNATI/ANDERSON
2001
I currently work as a sales engineer for Varonis 
Systems. Married to Desiree, with two children, 
Mason and Elaina. When I’m not traveling for 
work in the Ohio Valley, I love to play sports, 
sand volleyball, and attend my son’s sporting 
events. You will find me and my family at most 
UC football and basketball games.

Joel Shimp  LOVELAND, OH
(CBA) Business, 2002
I pledged in 1999 and was initiated in 2000. I 
was chapter historian, librarian, treasurer, and 
vice president at the end, when we had low 
membership and no funds. Not fun. I was an 
electrician for the Eagle Coach company for 10 
years, wiring and trouble shooting hearses and 
limos. Now I’m a letter carrier for the USPS out 
of the Milford branch. My wife Lindsay and I 
have two children under 5. I occasionally get 
together with some alumni to play frisbee golf. 

Classmates, fraternity 
brothers reunite on 
hallowed ground
This past September in 
Norfolk, VA, BO alumnus 
William “Skip” Wiatt arranged 
for a headstone to be placed at 
the previously unmarked grave 
of his 2nd great grandfather, 
Civil War veteran Lieutenant 
James Maury Fontaine Wiatt, 
who served in Company D, 
6th Virginia Infantry of the 
Confederate States of America. 
Skip had also served in the 
military prior to enrolling at 
the University of Cincinnati. 

In attendance was BO alumnus 
and classmate of Wiatt’s, 
U.S. Navy Commander Frank 
Coyle, who was invited 
to be part of the memorial 
dedication ceremony. 

Coyle: “As one whose 
ancestors served in the Union 
Army, today’s ceremony 
reminded me that regardless 
of our differences, we are all 
Americans. And, if our nation 
can heal from the wounds of a 
great civil war, we can surely 
endure whatever the future 
may bring.” Words to move 
forward by.

Alumni honor Civil War veteran

BO alum Skip Wiatt dedicates memorial 
at great grandfather’s  grave site 

Have any (good) advice for job 
seekers? Here’s your chance
The program is called Resume Development 
and Mock Inteview. Under the direction of 
alumnus Tom “T” Butt, guidance is provided 
by Theta Chi alumni and other outside 
professionals to help Beta Omicron actives, 
pledges, or alumni  “develop a great resume to 
get the interview they want, and build great 
interviewing skills to get the career position 
they want!” 

Participants review resumes and conduct 
mock interviews in-person through a series 
of guided questions based around the “STAR” 
format (Situation, Task, Action, Results.) 
Feedback is provided in written form.

Check thetachialumniuc.com for upcoming 
program details. Please consider volunteering. 
It can’t work without alumni participation.

Norfolk County Grays/Sons of the Confederate Veterans salute 
the memorial dedication for Lt. James M. F. Wiatt

For more ways to extend the hand, check 
out the Alumni Mentor Network, an online 
mentoring platform for one-on-one career 
conversations at thetachi.firsthand.co

National launches mentoring network 
in support of Resolute Man initiative

Do you Facebook? Join the reminiscing at
I Remember Beta Omicron Chapter of Theta Chi

http://thetachialumniuc.com
http://thetachi.firsthand.co
https://www.facebook.com/groups/219462040856/


ACTIVES

THETA CHI STRONG
This semester Beta Omicron pinned 27 

new members (biggest class yet!). We’re 
very excited to see these guys live up to their 
potential. 

Over the summer, brother Stu Small received 
the David E Devol award for outstanding 
service to the fraternity at our 160th national 
convention. The active chapter also picked 
up its second consecutive Randall Award for 
Outstanding Recruitment for initiating more 
than 25 members. 

The semester has been filled with socials, 
as we build new relationships with new 
fraternities and sororities. This fall we’ll be 
partnering with UC Veteran Affairs to host 
our 2nd annual GI Theta Chi. For this event, 
we will be walking 22 
kilometers to draw 
attention to the 22 
veterans that commit 
suicide every day and 
all that must be done 
to reduce that number. 

There’s a lot going 
on, and we haven’t 
even reached Homecoming! We hope to see 
a large alumni presence this October, and we 
want to thank you guys for all that you do. 

Kofi

Please let us know where you are and what you 
are up to, and we’ll include a blurb in future issues 
of BO Semi Quarterly. E-mail your note to:  
newsletter@thetachialumniuc.com

Kofi Ladans, el presidente, Class of ‘18
Double major: Mens Wearhouse, Not 
Quitting Day Job 

Alum Ian Owens (far right) and actives Mike Wise and  
Austin Baker visit the legendary Bugs Hammel last Spring

Fall ‘16 pledge class—record 27 men. Strong effort!

Jeff VanFossen  CINCINNATI/WYOMING
Urban Planning, 1992
I am the owner of Welsh Excavation Company, 
a contractor specializing in infrastructure work. 
I have been married for 24 years to my wife 
Kristin (a UC Chi-O). We have three children, 
the eldest a senior at Michigan State, plus Eddie 
the dog. I volunteer as leader of the High School 
Youth Group at Wyoming Presbyterian Church 
and play golf with my kids. 

Jason Schweitzer  CINCINNATI/NORWOOD
1990s
I am the HR director at Stepping Stones, 
a day campus for children with disabilites 
(steppingstonesohio.org). The active chapter 
has been nice enough to attend several volunteer 
days with us at our Camp. We always welcome 
volunteers, as well as high school or college kids 
looking for meaningful summer employment, or 
even year round jobs. I’m married to Dorothy, 
and we have three daughters and a golden 
retriever. In my (limited) spare time, I enjoy 
coaching my daughters soccer team, watching 
Ohio State football, and cheering on the Tribe!

@ National Convention:  
David E. Devol Award to CAB chairman, 
Stu Small. Well deserved!!!! 

Mike Wise, Kyle Hatcher & Sam 
Adamson mug in the overly large photo 
booth at Fall Scholarship dinner.

mailto:newsletter%40thetachialumniuc.com?subject=
http://steppingstonesohio.org


MISC

Mike and son A. J. Frueh with Gene Geist, hanging 
out at Nippert last fall. Hats off to Mike and the good 
folks at Longmeier Printing for giving the Alumni 
Association the family discount on swag, banners, etc, 
so we can actually clear a few bucks.

Homecoming 2015 at the new house. Float in the 
background... exciting times. It’s been awhile since 
Beta Omicron claimed front row seats at the Clifton 
Avenue parade. Doing again in a couple of weeks. 
See below, and make your plans!

Hey you, Beta Omicron dudes...
Homecoming is Saturday October 22!
Meet at the Fraternity House 1 hour before the parade (TBA.) 
Some of us gotta work, but everyone else will be there.  Get 
your food/beverage, game tickets (while they last) and bag 
o’ swag. Go to thetachialumniuc.com for details and pay 
for your stuff ahead of time.

THETA CHI RULES! 
Actives destroyed in Summer softball challenge

Alumni also wrecked
Baseball fans everywhere felt a 
slight disturbance in the Force 
when the Alumni took the field 
against the Actives one Saturday 
in August. Emphasis on slight. The 
Old Boys were up 13–11, but the 
Actives came back to win in the 
last inning on a walk-off beerrun. 
Said Harp. 

“Bad News Brothers,” said Kyle 
Louder, shaking his head. “Helluva 
time,” said Historian Austin Baker.  

(continued from page 1) 
newsletter, homecoming, etc., 
were for the first time labeled 
Alumni Association. Mean-
while, Chapter Advisory Board 
represented an additional role 
for Beta Omicron alumni, equal 
in importance to and distinct 
from Realty Board. And thus 
the current three-headed mon-
ster, with the same handful of 
dedicated alumni working the 
wheels and levers inside.

The new structure and vi-
sion, as laid out in a forthcom-
ing document, will enable the 
Alumni Association to elevate 
its purpose and make decisions 
and accountability easier to 
come by. It also serves to ener-
gize new alumni and encourage 
others who have considered 
upping their participation but 
did not know how to do that. 

So stay tuned. Specifically, 
stay tuned to the alumni web-
site where the organizational 
document will soon appear.

If you are at all interested in 
any of this, please go to  
thetachialumniuc.com and reg-
ister. Please do this, even if you 
are not. That way, we will have 
your correct e-mail address and 
other brothers can find you.

Joe McKibben 
posts on last 
Spring’s Golf 
outing:

Rob Schroeder summed it up: 
“I’ve never been so miserable 
and laughed so much!” Weather 
for the golf outing was crappy: 
cold, damp and windy, but we 
had fun anyway! Good seeing 
Scags and Trex.

http://thetachialumniuc.com/?tribe_events=uc-homecoming
http://thetachialumniuc.com

